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All the hard work Jamsetji
Tata put in throughout .
his life made him a living
legend. Sadly it also took.
a toll on his health. At the
_age of 65; Jamsetji passed. |
_away on May 19, 1904, in
" the Ggrman town of Bad
Nauheim. But 119 years
posth:s death, his legacy
'liveson...

By Mineoo Jokhi
“Greatness” lies not in

ruling a pecple; it lies
in being the cause of
happiness in their lives™
Arid one such legend, doven
and great individual of our
Parsi community was late
Jamsetji Tata

Atruejewel, Jamsetji Tata -
was born on Sunday, Mareh' |

3, 1839, to Nusserwanii and
Jeevanbal Tata in Navsart
He was born into a priestly

family He was born in

poverty but never lost hope.
As late renowned American
poet Emily Dickinson said:
“Hope 1s the thing with
feathers that perches in
the soul and sings the fune
without the words and never
stops at all.”

Jamsetji fought all odds
and never gave up. He had

a formal western education -

and was particularly very
gifted in mental arithmetic.
He went to Bombay at the
age of 14 and attended
ciasses of various pundits,
learning the 3 R's: Reduce,
Reuse and Reeycle.
jnined Elphinstone College
and completed his “Green

Scholar” education, which-

is today's equivalent of
graduation, Jamsetji

developedaloveforreading, .

which lasted all his life.

A Tittle known: fact is of-

Jamsetji escaping death
during. his Elphinstone
College days. Staying with
his father in a small house
at Fori, during- a_terrible
cyclone a nook in the house

where he was moments ago

tore away by the force of
wind and came crashing
down. - - -

While studying, Jamsetji
married Hirabai Daboo
©who wis the daughier
of *. Cursetii ~ Daboo.
This: brought him new
responsibilitied and he was
blessed with his first child,
his elder son Dorabji, who
was born when Jamsetji

He-

was 20. And as ﬁ'ni.sh_eﬂ_
studying from Elphinstone

‘College in 1858 he joined

hig father Nusserwanji's

export trading firm. With -

Nusserwanfi’s support he
gained useful experience of
varions commodities and
markets.:
FIRST STEPS

With his business acumen,
sincerity, dedication
and hard work Jamseti
impressed one and all He
had amazing self-belief. In
1888, when he was 29 and
with 9 years of experience

of working with his father,
_ Jamsetji .started a trading-
. company withacapitalof Rs. -
21,006 This frading company ..

later evolved into the Tata

_ Group. His first expedition.

to -England  soon . followed,

“where he learnt aboui the

textile business. Jamsem
made inroads info textiles in
1869. He decided to acquire a
derelict and bankrupt oil mill
in Chinchpokli With the help
- of a Borah Merchant, Sheikh
Adam, he bought the old mill
and renamed it Alexandra
Mill in honour of the Princa -
of Wales and E:Urrverted it into
a cotton mill.
_After making decent profit
JamsetJ; sold Alexaridra Mill
to Kesowil Maik who was a

: Spinnmg, Weaving

renowned Bhatia mill owner
and cotton merchant. .

Jamsetii  was  going
further in his career. He
made a proper study of the
Lancashire cofton trade.
"He . fccused on  maodern
machmerst He travelled to
‘various places like Egvpt,
Syria, Turkey, Russia and
many athers. He had a very
good habit of keeping a
diary and making notes.
In 1872 -he focused on
cotton manufacturing and
subsequently founded mills
at Nagpur, Bombay and
Coorla. His - enterprises
were- notedfor "efficiency
and alsoe for good labor:

-protection:policies-and for .

the introduction of ﬁner
erades.of filve: :

Jarnsetﬂ in 1874 floated .

a . fresh - - enterprise,
the Centra] India
““and
Manufacturing  Company;

lakh. Three years later his

venture was ready to realize

its destiny On January 1,
1877, the day Queen Victoria
was proclaimed Empress of
India, the Empress Mills
came into existence in
Nagpur, By the age of 37,
Jamsetii  had  embarked
on the first of his many

THE EXCITING JOURNE
- OF JAMSETJI TATA'
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

‘fantas tic ndysseys.
‘As Jamsetji Tata became

weglthier by the day, he never:

forgot humility and charity
He established the LN, Tata
Endowment in 1802, This
helped Indian students of
all caste’ and creed to pursue
higher studies in England. By
1924 two of every five Indians
coming inta the Indian Civil
Service were Tata Scholars.
In 1898 he donated land
for a research institute in
Bangalore. and his sons

ultimately established it in

1811—the Indian Institiute of
Scilence. |

Int 2021 the -Huron
ranked -, - Jamsedi’
anji - Tata, as. the
blggest p]u.ldm.lu‘ﬂpibt in the
last 100 vears Considering
inflation, - his . donations

Swere ac sia,ggenng S102.4

billion: God Dless Jamsetji

_always:. n*uly a remarkable__
mdmdua]
with a seed capital of Rs. 1.5 ~

_ULTIMATE LUXURY
The Tata group's jewel
iz the Taj Hotel. There was
an interesting story of how
Jamsetjl built his dream
hotel, He was denied entry
into Watscn Hotel, ‘which

* then had only “white’ entry.

Being a patriotic Indian,
Jamsetji decided to build a

hotel where everyone, Indian
or foreigners, could freely
visit and thus Tai Huotel
happened. In the beginning
hissons, friends andbusiness
assoclates were skeptical,
His sisters too chided him.
The Taj Hotel startad a new
era in Asia, While building
the Taj Mahal Hotel Jamsetji
purchased two small islands
near Uran, which were called
Panjoe and Dongri. They
were to be used as quarriss
for stone and rubble. The
foundation of the Taj Hotel
was laid in 1898 by Jamsetji

. Tata and the hotel opened its

gates to guests on December
18, 1902, much . before ‘the
foundation for the Gateway
of India, which was iaid on
Mgrchal, 1911 v
The Taj Hotel was fully
completed by 1903 and at that
time cost a jaw dropping Rs.
4.21 crores, Taj Mahal Palace
was the first building in
Bombayto belitby electricity
Taj was also. India’s first
hotel to have American fans,
German elevators, Turkish
baths, English butlers and
many aimazing delights.
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